
WHAT IS PERSECUTION? 

Persecution is the systematic mistreatment of an 
individual or group of individuals because of their faith. 
It can come in the form of physical abuse, torture, rape, 
mutilation, destruction of property, imprisonment 
and murder. It can also come in the form of cultural 
and societal discrimination, family excommunication, 
loss of job and income, loss of family and friends, 
inability to marry, prevention of education and many 90%other forms. 

How many people are persecuted 
around the world for their faith? 

o� the World facesHigh to Very HighPersecution
The plight of people of 
faith has reached 
dramatic proportions. 
More than 90% of the
world's people live in 
places where there is 
some form of religious 
restriction, discrimination, 
or ongoing persecution. 

See backside to learn how to get involved. 
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PERSECUTION AROUND THE WORLD 

155      COUNTRIES PERSECUTE CHRISTIANS

145      COUNTRIES PERSECUTE MUSLIMS
  94        COUNTRIES PERSECUTE JEWS

Source: Pew Research Center 
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A PRAYER CHALLENGE STORY 

Lolade and her family lived in northeastern 
Nigeria and had tried to flee Boko Haram. 
However, Lolade and the children were separated 
from her husband. She came across someone 
whom she knew very well, an individual with 
whom she had gone all the way through school. 

What she did not know is that he had become a 
Boko Haram sympathizer and he led her and the 
two children directly into the arms of the terrorist 
organization. She spent two months as a prisoner 
in a compound alongside her two children and 
was forced to work against her will. One night she 
saw an opening and Lolade put one child on her 
shoulders and one child on her back, scaled the 
compound wall and ran into the forest to escape. 

After describing what had been a horrific ordeal, 
Lolade was asked if she had any specific prayer 
requests or messages she wanted to communicate 
to the church beyond Nigeria. 

Lolade replied: "I pray that God should not allow 
this kind of situation to come into the West." 

If those who have been captured and persecuted 
are praying for us, will we do the same for them? 

405 North Washington Street, Suite 200 
Falls Church, Virginia 22046 

info@21wilberforce.orgIwww.21wilberforce.org 
571.297.3177 
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Prayer is the #1

request for those 
persecuted for their 
faith. 

What if each morning you 
woke up and prayed: Lord, I 
do not know who may die for 
their faith today, but you do. 
Would you give them 
courage, protection and 
rescue? For the family 
members they will leave 
behind, will you give them 
hope, comfort and ongoing 
financial provision? 

Please help us by praying 
for the work at hand and 
by donating today to give 
hope to those persecuted 
for their faith. 
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