
 
By Michelle Velberg and Evangeline Vergo 

Around the world, many Christians are persecuted — imprisoned, even killed — for their faith. 

Hundreds of millions of Christians face daily persecution for their faith.  

Christian persecution comes in the forms of martyrdom, arrests, abductions and abuse, just 
to name a few. 

Sara (name changed for security) knows firsthand what it is like to be persecuted. The week 
before Sara and her husband planned to open a Bible school, four men attacked their family 
with metal hatchets. 

Because of the attacks, Sara had three skull fractures, a punctured eardrum and internal 
bleeding. 

"Before the attacks, I considered myself sensitive to the persecuted church," Sara said. "But 

then I woke up one night and I was one." The experience strengthened Sara's resolve to 
support those suffering for their faith. 

Every day, Christians worldwide are killed because of their faith, churches or Christian 

buildings are attacked, Christians are unjustly arrested or imprisoned and some are 
abducted. And the numbers are growing. Check out the Open Doors Annual World Watch 

List for more specifics.  

As Christians, we need to remember the brothers and sisters in Christ who face persecution.  

https://www.opendoors.org/en-US/
https://www.opendoors.org/en-US/


 

 

 
 

How to Pray From the Bible 
 
Because the New Testament was written to persecuted Christians, it shows you how to make 

a difference for people under attack. In Ephesians 6:18, Paul says to be alert and pray for all of 
God’s people. The New Testament teaches:  

• Pray that persecuted Christians would know the hope God gives (Ephesians 1:18). 

• Pray that Christians facing persecution would rely on God, and not themselves (2 

Corinthians 1:7-9). 
• Pray that persecuted Christians would fearlessly tell others about Jesus (Ephesians 

6:20). 
• Pray that their witness would inspire those who plan to harm them (Acts 16:25, Luke 

6:27-31). 

• Pray that God would provide for the physical needs of persecuted Christians (3 John 
2). 

• Pray that they would experience God’s peace, despite their weakness and current 

circumstances (2 Corinthians 12:9). 
• Pray that God would protect them, according to His will (Matthew 26:39). 
• Pray that God would ultimately rescue them out of dangerous circumstances (Psalm 

91:15). 

• Pray that persecuted Christians would feel deeply connected to Jesus in their suffering 
(John 15:19-20). 



• Pray that they would be completely faithful and surrendered to God’s will (Revelation 
2:10-11). 

• Pray that they would have wisdom and discernment for how to approach every 

situation (Matthew 10:16-18). 
• Pray that as they share in Christ’s sufferings, they would be able to rejoice in the hope 

God offers them (1 Peter 4:12-14). 
Try to keep a journal with specific prayers that you can return to daily. And, of course, ask God 
to give you the words to pray. 

 
 

How to Pray for Practical Needs 
 
Along with praying from the Bible, you can pray for some of these practical needs: 

• Pray that persecuted Christians would have access to a Bible. 

• Pray for access to food and shelter. 
• Pray that God would give persecuted Christians the right words to say at the right 

time. 

• Pray that they would have opportunities to gather and that God would supply their 
needs for a community. 

• Pray for women who are socially vulnerable or have lost the custody of their children 

because of their faith. 

• Pray for courage for those who remain in their homeland. 

• Pray for comfort and hope for those who have been separated from each other. 

• Pray for those imprisoned. 



 
 
Prayers You Can Pray 
 
You should never think of prayer as being the least you can do. Prayer for the persecuted 

church is a powerful way to stand with those in harm's way. Here are four prayers that you 

can pray daily for persecuted Christians. 
  

A prayer for protection for those experiencing active persecution 
 
Lord, You have warned me through your Son Jesus Christ that those who follow Him may 

be oppressed and abused because of their faith. I pray for all those who are experiencing 

this type of persecution. You are a protector and provider for all those who follow 
You. Remind those who are in danger that You are present with them. Please protect and 
uphold them by Your righteous hand. 

  

A prayer for provision of resources 
 
Father, I know that You have the ability and authority to give whatever I ask for in Jesus 
name. I intercede for my brothers and sisters who are prevented from accessing food, 

money, Bibles and other resources. May they see you as the God who provides. Show 
them an increase of Your supply for all their needs so that they may be strengthened to 

endure. 

 
  

https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/prayer/what-to-pray-for.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/prayer/what-to-pray-for.html


A prayer for those in prison 
 
God, You are near to the lonely and to those imprisoned for their faith. Thank You for their 

strength and their courage. As Paul knew, may they know that despite their current 
reality, you are using all things to advance Your kingdom and are leading them into an 
inheritance that will never spoil or fade. Lord, have mercy. Give them the courage to 

remain faithful to You and remind them that You are always with them in their times of 
trouble. 

  

A prayer for those who are alone 
 

Father, You are the God of all comfort. You promise that You will never leave or forsake 
anyone who knows You. I pray now for my brothers and sisters who have been separated 

from their friends and family, for Your name's sake. Please be near to them and help them 

experience Your powerful comfort and compassion. 
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